

  

Discussion Model





Is about …





Students coming together to discuss and share ideas about a certain controversial topic.





So what? What is important to understand about this?





This model not only helps students learn content material, develop critical thinking skills, accomplish other Bloom’s Taxonomy words, but it also teaches social skills. It gives the students a chance to voice their opinions and become more active in their learning.





Main idea














Planning





1. Identifying Topics: A topic must be chosen to begin planning. For Discussion to be beneficial, topic should be controversial. Math would not work with this model.


2. Specifying Learning Objectives: These must be clear. For this model, there will be three specific kinds of objectives. First, objectives should contain Bloom’s words to get the students in higher-order thinking, such as analyze. Second, objectives must ask for critical thinking. Third, objectives should address social skills that are useful and beneficial in discussions and debates.


3. Developing Student Knowledge: Students must have a legitimate amount of base knowledge before able to successfully  and intellectually discuss a topic.


4. Establishing Structure: This can be done in many ways. There is not one set structure. However, there absolutely has to be an organized structure to help lead the discussion.
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Implementing





1. Introduction: Begin the discussion in a way that grabs student’s attention and sparks interest. Questions are a great way to introduce the discussion and begin communication.


2. Exploration: This is the part where students share perspectives on the topic. While students discuss, make sure they stay on topic. Also, point out social characteristics as well as promote cooperation while still respecting each student’s opinion.


3. Closure: Remember, there will not be one simple answer to come from the discussion. The discussion still must be brought to closure in a way that student’s understand the point behind the discussion and still take something away from it.
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Assessing





1. Assessing Content and Critical Thinking: Essays are a good way to assess students. Essay prompt should be designed with Bloom’s words. Model the desired essays to help push them in the right direction. Also, provide useful feedback!! Quizzes and tests can further assess content knowledge. Projects can further assess critical thinking. Have your students think outside of the box.


2. Assessing Social Development: Similar to the Jigsaw II and STAD models, teachers can use a checklist of desired social skills to assess students while they discuss the topic. Again, provide feedback so the substance of further discussions can be improved.
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Motivation & 


Modification





1. Motivation: This model should provide for great motivation within your students. Students (esp. older students) love days when you are able to do something much more interesting than simply reading or listening solely to the instructor. Discussion allows them to be active, alert, social, and even learn something. Giving students a voice can help motivate them a lot!


2. Modifications: This model should be modified depending on grade level and topic. Furthermore, it should be modified based on what social skills and Bloom’s words you are looking for you students to accomplish.
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