

  

The Guided Discovery Model





Is about …





Teaching students concepts or generalizations using examples to guide students to an understanding of those concepts or generalizations.





So what? What is important to understand about this?





You help guide the students to an understanding of specific aspects of a concept or generalization. This model encourages involvement, curiosity, critical thinking, flexibility, fun, etc.





Main idea














Planning





1. Identify topics: First, you must decide if you want to teach a concept or a generalization. There are almost no limits in terms of what you can teach with this model.


2. Specify learning objectives: These must be clear and demonstrate what you want the students to be able to understand. If teaching a concept, these will indicate which characteristics students should be able to identify. If teaching a generalization, these should indicate the relationship you want students to be able to recognize.


3. Prepare examples and nonexamples: To clearly demonstrate the concept or generalization, you must provide both examples and nonexamples. The purpose of the nonexamples is to provide them with a deeper understanding. Examples must contain variety and be in a certain context based on the type of learning desired. There are so many types of examples: pictures, models, concrete materials, vignettes, internet resources, role play, etc.





Main idea














Implementing





1. Introduction: Introduce the lesson, grab the student’s attention, and let them know what you are getting ready to do.


2. The open-ended phase: Present the material to the students and get their thought processes going. Give students either an example or a nonexample and have them describe it. This can either be done in groups, individually, or as a whole class. Next, ask open-ended questions which will spark a variety of answers. Ask questions that allow everyone to participate.


3. The convergent phase: Begin to bring the answers into a narrower range to demonstrate the desired outcome of the learning objectives. Begin to guide the students to the understanding of the concept or generalization.


4. Closure and application: This occurs when students are able to identify the characteristics of the concept or generalization and meet the rest of the learning objectives. The students must be clear on the reasoning behind the lesson and what it is they were meant to learn.
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Assessing





This particular model can be assessed in many, many different ways. Have the students create or find their own examples. Request a writing assignment that demonstrates their knowledge. Ask students to provide evidence of their answers. Just make sure the assessment addresses the learning objectives. Provide useful feedback. You are looking for students to be able to transfer knowledge to another concept.
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Motivation &


Modification





-Motivation: Encourage them to be observers. Make it a game to find the patterns. Encourage involvement. Encourage a variety of answers. Let the students know there aren’t any necessarily wrong answers. Encourage and demonstrate high levels of curiosity.


-Modification: The age of the students and the difficulty of the concept or generalization require certain modifications. This also depends on other learning objectives that need to be accomplished. The examples and non-examples can be modified.








Jessica Gore





February 7th, 2013

































