

  

Integrative Model





Is about …





Helping students reach an understanding of organized bodies of knowledge and acquire critical thinking skills.





So what? What is important to understand about this?





This model helps students understand broad bodies of knowledge while acquiring critical thinking skills. They are taught to see generalizations and make comparisons.





Main idea














Planning





-Identify Topics: Select an organized body of knowledge that you want the students to learn and understand.


-Specify Learning Goals: They deal with the content knowledge as well as critical thinking skills. They must be extremely clear and help students see what kind of generalizations and relationships exist to guide them to others.


-Prepare data: What do students need to analyze? This is typically presented in the form of a matrix. These matrices involve comparisons between two or more things in two or more categories. They don’t have to be closely related concepts though. Data is like examples. You, the students, or both can gather the data. Be careful with how you display the data to the students. Technology can also be incorporated into displaying data.


-Specify questions: Questions need to be planned in advance as they won’t come automatic until there is quite a bit of practice with the model.
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Implementing





-The Open-ended Phase: You guide the students & help them begin the analysis process. Students observe similarities and differences. Record the students’ observations as you go along.


-The Causal Phase: This is the part that deals with cause-and-effect. Students begin to answer the question “Why?” Students begin to see links. Be careful to make sure you don’t ask students questions that cannot be explained.


-The Hypothetical Phase: This is where hypothetical questions are asked. The students take the knowledge and apply it to new contexts. They create hypotheses.


-Closure & Application: Students form the broad body of knowledge. They connect together generalizations.
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Assessing





Students can be assessed by being required to complete assignments that show their understanding of the concepts through their answers and ability to apply concepts to new contexts as well as hypothesize. Higher-order thinking questions and requirements are a great way to assess this. Assess student participation within the groups or in the whole-class discussion. Critical thinking is assessed through higher-order thinking assignments as well such as selectively worded questions, projects, etc.
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Motivation &


Modification





Motivation: Present the concept in a way that it relates to the students and the world around them. You can use group work.


Modification: You don’t have to teach the lesson in the exact order of phases. You do begin with open-ended, but you can then change the order from there as long as the end result of students achieving the learning objectives is still the same. This model can be taught in whole-class instruction or groups.
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